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Published to observe the twelfth centenary of the Battle of Roncevaux, the event that inspired the Chanson
de Roland, this edition provides the first systematic analysis of the entire poem. Professor Brault's edition
also incorporates the considerable scholarly work done in the half century since the Bedier and Jenkins
editions appeared.
The underlying theme of this new edition is that the poem is a Christian hero. As imagined by the poet
Turoldus writing about 1100, at the time of the First Crusade Roland, the nephew of Charlemagne, had no
faults and accomplished mighty deeds in warring against the Saracens. The introduction compares the known
historical facts about the Battle of Roncevaux with the Roland legend, with various versions of the poem,
and with the Oxford text. Christian thought and sensibility are shown to permeate the Chanson de Roland, in
its character portrayal and narrative development, as well as in its tone and diction and to provide its
thematic unity and metaphorical consistency. Influences of the oral tradition of the chansons de geste are
demonstrated, as are evidences of the accompanying gestures used by the jongleurs in interpreting these
works.
The Commentary organizes discussion of the 4002 verses into 49 units. The method of analysis is eclectic,
combining thematic criticism with philology, exegetical interpretation with iconography. The 66
illustrations, primarily from Romanesque works of art, clarify key passages.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Grosvenor:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Song of Roland book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still hesitation The Song of Roland as good book but not only by the cover but
also by the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Wilfred Walker:

This The Song of Roland is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information mainly because
it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else
you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Song of Roland can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think
that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading
a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Diana Johnson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Song of Roland was colourful and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book The Song of Roland has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.

Adam Carter:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of
book The Song of Roland. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can
add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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