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A comprehensive examination of the historical and mythological evidence for every major theory about King
Arthur

• Explores the history of every Arthur candidate and the geographical arguments that have placed him in
different locations

• Examines 1,800 years of evidence for Arthur’s life and the famous series of 12 battles fought against the
Saxons in the 6th century

• Reconstructs the history of the 6th century in Britain, when the first references to Arthur and the core
events of his reign appear

Few legends have had the enduring influence of those surrounding King Arthur. Many believe the stories are
based on historical truth. For others Arthur represents the archetype of the brilliant monarch reigning over a
fairy-tale kingdom, offering his knights the opportunity to prove their mettle in battle and find gnostic
illumination through initiation into sacred mysteries like that of the Grail.

Presenting the culmination of more than 40 years’ research, John and Caitlín Matthews examine the
historical and mythological evidence for every major theory about the existence of King Arthur. Drawing on
modern techniques in archaeology and scholarship, they reconstruct the history of the 6th century in Britain,
the period when the first unambiguous references to Arthur appear. They explore the history of every Arthur
candidate, the geographical arguments that have placed him in different locations, and the evidence for his
life and famous battles fought against the Saxons. Was the greatest British hero of all time not a king but a
2nd-century Roman officer active around Hadrian’s Wall in Cumbria? A 5th-century soldier who operated in
areas as far apart as Cornwall, Wales, Scotland, or Brittany? Or an entirely mythical fiction that provided a
figure of light during a dark period of British history?

Examining other literary figures from the 5th century such as Vortigern and Ambrosius, the authors also
break down the plots of all the major Arthurian romances, including those by Chretien de Troyes, Sir
Thomas Malory, and Robert de Boron, to reveal the historical events they are based on. Piecing together the
many fragments that constitute the image of Arthur, both the man and the myth, the authors show how each
face of Arthur has something to offer and how his modern popularity proves the enduring power of the hero-
myth, truly earning Arthur the title he first received in the 15th century: The Once and Future King.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Reid:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Complete King Arthur: Many Faces, One Hero.

Marcella Aragon:

The knowledge that you get from The Complete King Arthur: Many Faces, One Hero may be the more deep
you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to understand but The Complete King Arthur: Many Faces, One Hero giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having that The Complete King Arthur: Many Faces, One
Hero instantly.

Kirk Mathews:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent the entire day to reading a publication. The book The Complete King Arthur: Many Faces, One
Hero it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book offers high quality.

Cheryl Edgerly:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Different categories
of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Complete King Arthur: Many Faces,
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