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This book reviews types of Iberian Conversos (i.e. primarily forced but also voluntary Jewish converts to
Christianity) from the late 14th to the 17th centuries and surveys the Christian and Jewish attitudes towards
them. The book begins with a brief history of Jewish life in the Iberian Peninsula noting critical events such
as the forced conversions of Jews under the Visigoths and the Almohades. The direct events leading to mass
conversions of Jews in the late 14th century and the aftermath in the 15th century are reviewed. This study
examines texts and decrees that reveal that many Christians doubted the sincerity of these Jewish
conversions to Christianity, and how they still regarded and treated Conversos as Jews. Different types of
Conversos are then discussed. The challenges and situations each Converso faced were unique and produced
different outlooks towards Jewish identity and faith in general. Various Jewish sources, including rabbinic
responsa, sermons, and other documents are also analyzed. These sources reveal the positive attitudes of
Jews towards Conversos and the Jewish community’s desire for them to return to Judaism openly. Other
studies suggest that as a whole, Conversos either fully retained their Jewish identity or sincerely embraced
Christianity. This study argues that the Jewish identity of Conversos was complicated and existed along a
broad spectrum ranging from complete abandonment to ardent Judaizing. The book concludes by exploring
the stories of descendants of Conversos in the United States, Latin America, and in Spain and Portugal, who
are searching and often embracing a Jewish identity once thought lost.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly McGahey:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book
entitled Secret Jews: The Complex Identity of Crypto-Jews and Crypto-Judaism? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Joan Cross:

The publication with title Secret Jews: The Complex Identity of Crypto-Jews and Crypto-Judaism includes a
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Frances Lockhart:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Secret Jews: The Complex Identity of
Crypto-Jews and Crypto-Judaism, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on
its identified as reading friends.

Eric Kyler:

Beside this particular Secret Jews: The Complex Identity of Crypto-Jews and Crypto-Judaism in your phone,
it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Secret Jews: The Complex Identity of Crypto-Jews and Crypto-Judaism
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss it? Find this book and read it from now!
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