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Thisisthefirst in-depth biography of Rebecca Gratz (1781-1869), the foremost American Jewish woman of
the nineteenth century. Perhaps the best-known member of the prominent Gratz family of Philadel phia, she
was afervent patriot, a profoundly religious woman, and awidely known activist for poor women. She
devoted her life to confronting and resolving the personal challenges she faced as a Jew and as afemale
member of a prosperous family. In using hundreds of Gratz's own lettersin her research, Dianne Ashton
reveals Gratz's own blend of Jewish and American values and explores the significance of her work.

Informed by her American and Jewish ideas, values, and attitudes, Gratz created and managed a variety of
municipa and Jewish institutions for charity and education, including America's first independent Jewish
women's charitable society, the first Jewish Sunday school, and the first American Jewish foster home.
Through her commitment to establishing charitable resources for women, promoting Judaism in a Christian
society, and advancing women's roles in Jewish life, Gratz shaped a Jewish arm of what has been called
Americaslargely Protestant "benevolent

empire.”

Influenced by the religious and political transformations taking place nationally and locally, Gratz matured
into a socia visionary whose dreams for American Jewish life far surpassed the realities she saw around her.
She believed that Judaism was advanced by the founding of the Female Hebrew Benevolent Society and the
Hebrew Sunday School because they offered religious education to thousands of children and leadership
opportunities to Jewish women. Gratz's organizations worked with an inclusive definition of Jewishness that
encompassed all Philadel phia Jews at atime when differencesin national origin, worship style, and religious
philosophy divided them.

Legend has it that Gratz was the prototype for the heroine Rebecca of York in Sir Walter Scott's Ivanhoe, the
Jewish woman who refused to wed the Christian hero of thetale out of loyalty to her faith and father. That
legend has draped Gratz's life in sentimentality and has blurred our vision of her. Rebecca Gratzisthe first
book to examine Gratz's life, her legend, and our memory.
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From reader reviews:
Edna McArdle

People livein this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stressfrom both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
of course. Peopleis human not just arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the
gpare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is Rebecca Gratz:
Women and Judaism in Antebellum America (American Jewish Civilization Series).

Jennifer Randolph:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
read. Rebecca Gratz: Women and Judaism in Antebellum America (American Jewish Civilization Series)
can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Jennifer Gallant:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Rebecca Gratz: Women and Judaism in
Antebellum America (American Jewish Civilization Series) can give you alot of buddies because by you
checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. Thiskind of book can be one of astep for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women.
So , why hesitate? We need to have Rebecca Gratz: Women and Judaism in Antebellum America (American
Jewish Civilization Series).

Phillip Elliott:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Rebecca Gratz: Women and Judaism in Antebellum America (American Jewish Civilization Series). Contain
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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