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Schroeder’s interpretive biography restores Rodgers to his rightful place in history as the preeminent and
most influential naval officer during America’s Age of Sail. Between 1798 and 1815, Rodgers fought with
distinction in the Naval War with France, the Barbary War, and the War of 1812. He shaped the postwar
development of the navy as president of the Board of Navy Commissioners from 1815 to 1835, and he led a
major diplomatic mission to the Mediterranean in the mid 1820s. Drawing on extensive manuscript
sources—including the voluminous Rodgers family papers—and the wealth of articles, essays, and
monographs on American naval history in recent years, Schroeder provides a candid appraisal of Rodgers’
personal strengths and weaknesses, professional successes and failures.

Resented for his gruff exterior but celebrated for his determination to build a navy of the highest professional
standards, Rodgers never revealed to his naval contemporaries the passionate and emotional dimension of his
character that is evident in his correspondence with his wife, Minerva, who bore him 11 children. Their
letters represent a rare and remarkably detailed account of family life in the 19th century.
Schroeder’s thorough analysis of official documents offers a fresh perspective on the dramatic events of
Rodgers’ long career, including his personal involvement in the capture of the French frigate L’Insurgente in
1799, the war with Tripoli, the testing of Robert Fulton’s experimental torpedoes in 1810, the Little Belt
affair in 1811, the escape of the British frigate Belvidera in 1812, the defense of Baltimore in 1814, the
deadly duel between Stephen Decatur and James Barron in 1820, and the introduction of steam power to the
U.S. Navy. 
This first modern biography of Rodgers since Charles O. Paullin’s work in 1910 will be of special interest to
scholars and devotees of early American naval, political, and diplomatic history, especially the Age of
Fighting Sail.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Epperson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because
just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Commodore John Rodgers: Paragon of the
Early American Navy (New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) to read.

Alta Favors:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Commodore John Rodgers: Paragon of
the Early American Navy (New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) book because
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Shirley Bishop:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Commodore John Rodgers:
Paragon of the Early American Navy (New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology)
which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Joshua White:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This book Commodore John Rodgers: Paragon of the Early American Navy (New
Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) was filled with regards to science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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