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Volition and Allied Causal Concepts is a work of aetiology and metapsychology. Aetiology is the branch of
philosophy and logic devoted to the study of causality (the cause-effect relation) in all its forms; and
metapsychology is the study of the basic concepts common to all psychological discourse, most of which are
causal. Volition (or free will) is to be distinguished from causation and natural spontaneity. The latter
categories, i.e. deterministic causality and its negation, have been treated in a separate work, The Logic of
Causation. Volition may be characterized as personal causality, a relation between an agent (the self or soul)
and his actions (acts of will). Unlike causation, this relation cannot be entirely defined using conditional
(if–then) propositions. Although we can say that the agent is a sine qua non of his actions, we cannot say that
the agent is invariably (in all or specific circumstances) followed by his actions. It appears that both an act of
will and its negation remain possible to a soul in any given set of circumstances. This defines freedom of the
will, and implies the responsibility of the agent for his actions. Introspection provides knowledge of
particular acts of will. The existence of freewill implies a distinction between necessary causation
(determinism independent of volition) and inertial causation (determinism, except when some contrary will
interferes). An act of will occurs on a spiritual plane. It may have natural (mental or physical) consequences;
those that inevitably follow it may be regarded as directly willed, whereas those that vary according to
circumstances must be considered indirectly willed. Volition presupposes some degree of consciousness. So-
called involuntary acts of will involve a minimum of attention, whereas mindful acts are fully conscious.
Even pure whim involves intention. Most volitions moreover involve valuation, some sort of projection of
goals, deliberation on means, choice and decision. To judge responsibility, various distinctions are called for,
like that between intentional, incidental and accidental consequences. Volitional action can be affected
through the terms and conditions of the world surrounding its agent, but also more intimately through the
influence of concrete or abstract aspects of that world that the subject has cognized. The causal concept of
influence, and its implication of cognition (of inner or outer information, including emotions), are crucial to
measuring the effort involved in volition. Influences make willing easier or harder, yet do not curtail its
essential freedom. All the causal concepts used in psychological explanation – affections, appetites, instincts,
habits, obsessions, compulsions, urges and impulses – can be elucidated thanks to this important finding.
Much of human (and animal) behavior can thus be both acknowledged as volitional and as variously
influenced. Volition and Allied Causal Concepts is a work of ambitious scope, intent on finally resolving
philosophical and logical issues that have always impeded progress in psychology. It clarifies the structure
and workings of the psyche, facilitating hygienic and therapeutic endeavors. The relation between volition
and physical laws is discussed, as is the place of volition in biology. Concepts used in biology, analogous to
that of purpose, are incidentally analyzed. Theological issues are also dealt with, as are some topics in ethics
and law.
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From reader reviews:

Eloise Torres:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Volition and
Allied Causal Concepts to read.

Josephine Lowe:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Volition and Allied Causal
Concepts book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Martha Silva:

The book Volition and Allied Causal Concepts will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very suited
to you. The book Volition and Allied Causal Concepts is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Dorothy Vinson:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book Volition and Allied Causal Concepts we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Volition and Allied Causal
Concepts. You can more inviting than now.
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