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In 1904, political operator and gambling boss Robert T. Motts opened the Pekin Theater in Chicago. Dubbed
the "Temple of Music," the Pekin became one of the country's most prestigious African American cultural
institutions, renowned for its all-black stock company and school for actors, an orchestra able to play ragtime
and opera with equal brilliance, and a repertoire of original musical comedies.
 
A missing chapter in African American theatrical history, Bauman's saga presents how Motts used his
entrepreneurial acumen to create a successful black-owned enterprise. Concentrating on institutional history,
Bauman explores the Pekin's philosophy of hiring only African American staff, its embrace of multi-racial
upper class audiences, and its ready assumption of roles as diverse as community center, social club, and
fundraising instrument.
 
The Pekin's prestige and profitability faltered after Motts' death in 1911 as his heirs lacked his savvy, and
African American elites turned away from pure entertainment in favor of spiritual uplift. But, as Bauman
shows, the theater had already opened the door to a new dynamic of both intra- and inter-racial theater-going
and showed the ways a success, like the Pekin, had a positive economic and social impact on the surrounding
community.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Summers:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve The Pekin: The Rise and Fall of Chicago's
First Black-Owned Theater (New Black Studies Series) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal
book with you?

Scott Foust:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a publication. The book The Pekin: The Rise and Fall of Chicago's First Black-Owned
Theater (New Black Studies Series) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book has high quality.

Mae Bushee:

The Pekin: The Rise and Fall of Chicago's First Black-Owned Theater (New Black Studies Series) can be
one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing The Pekin: The Rise and Fall of Chicago's First Black-Owned Theater (New Black
Studies Series) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial imagining.

Tara Payton:

The book untitled The Pekin: The Rise and Fall of Chicago's First Black-Owned Theater (New Black Studies
Series) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works.
You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book



within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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