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In this book a leading theorist on sex and gender discusses how hidden assumptions embedded in our cultural
discourses, social institutions, and individual psyches perpetuate male power and oppress women and sexual
minorities. Sandra Lipsitz Bem argues that these assumptions, which she calls the lenses of gender, shape not
only perceptions of social reality but also the more material things-like unequal pay and inadequate daycare-
that constitute social reality itself. Her penetrating and articulate examination of these hidden cultural lenses
enables us to look at them rather than through them and to better understand recent debates on gender and
sexuality. According to Bem, the first lens, androcentrism (male-centeredness), defines males and male
experience as a standard or norm and females and female experience as a deviation from that norm. The
second lens, gender polarization, superimposes male-female differences on virtually every aspect of human
experience, from modes of dress and social roles to ways of expressing emotion and sexual desire. The third
lens, biological essentialism, rationalizes and legitimizes the other two lenses by treating them as the
inevitable consequences of the intrinsic biological natures of women and men. After illustrating the
pervasiveness of these three lenses in both historical and contemporary discourses of Western culture, Bem
presents her own theory of how the individual either acquires cultural gender lenses and constructs a
conventional gender identity or resists cultural lenses and constructs a gender-subversive identity. She
contends that we must reframe the debate on sexual inequality so that it focuses not on the differences
between men and women but on how male-centered discourses and institutions transform male-female
difference into female disadvantage.
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From reader reviews:

Karla Walker:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Lenses of Gender:
Transforming the Debate on Sexual Inequality will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or appropriate book with you?

Matthew Armstrong:

This The Lenses of Gender: Transforming the Debate on Sexual Inequality usually are reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Lenses of Gender: Transforming the
Debate on Sexual Inequality can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Lenses of Gender: Transforming the Debate on Sexual
Inequality forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Bonnie Skelton:

The book The Lenses of Gender: Transforming the Debate on Sexual Inequality will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Lenses of Gender: Transforming the
Debate on Sexual Inequality is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Gary Spengler:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Lenses of Gender: Transforming the Debate on Sexual Inequality your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get just before. The The Lenses of Gender: Transforming the Debate on Sexual
Inequality giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data
for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?
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