
The Anatomy of Nature: Geology and American
Landscape Painting, 1825-1875

Rebecca Bedell

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0691074631
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0691074631
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0691074631


The Anatomy of Nature: Geology and American Landscape
Painting, 1825-1875

Rebecca Bedell

The Anatomy of Nature: Geology and American Landscape Painting, 1825-1875 Rebecca Bedell

Geology was in vogue in nineteenth-century America. People crowded lecture halls to hear geologists speak,
and parlor mineral cabinets signaled social respectability and intellectual engagement. This was also the
heyday of the Hudson River School, and many prominent landscape painters avidly studied geology. Thomas
Cole, Asher Durand, Frederic Church, John F. Kensett, William Stanley Haseltine, Thomas Moran, and other
artists read scientific texts, participated in geological surveys, and carried rock hammers into the field to
collect fossils and mineral specimens. As they crafted their paintings, these artists drew on their geological
knowledge to shape new vocabularies of landscape elements resonant with moral, spiritual, and intellectual
ideas.

Rebecca Bedell contributes to current debates about the relationship among art, science, and religion by
exploring this phenomenon. She shows that at a time when many geologists sought to disentangle their
science from religion, American artists generally sidestepped the era's more materialist science, particularly
Darwinism. They favored a conservative, Christianized geology that promoted scientific study as a way to
understand God. Their art was both shaped by and sought to preserve this threatened version of the science.
And, through their art, they advanced consequential social developments, including westward expansion,
scenic tourism, the emergence of a therapeutic culture, and the creation of a coherent and cohesive national
identity.

This major study of the Hudson River School offers an unprecedented account of the role of geology in
nineteenth-century landscape painting. It yields fresh insights into some of the most influential works of
American art and enriches our understanding of the relationship between art and nature, and between science
and religion, in the nineteenth century. It will draw a broad audience of art historians, Americanists,
historians of science, and readers interested in the American natural landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Dunn:

The book The Anatomy of Nature: Geology and American Landscape Painting, 1825-1875 make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
examining a book The Anatomy of Nature: Geology and American Landscape Painting, 1825-1875 being
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several
or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a book The Anatomy of Nature: Geology
and American Landscape Painting, 1825-1875. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Sandra Byrom:

The book The Anatomy of Nature: Geology and American Landscape Painting, 1825-1875 can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a
very important thing like a book The Anatomy of Nature: Geology and American Landscape Painting, 1825-
1875? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many info for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Anatomy of Nature: Geology
and American Landscape Painting, 1825-1875 has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Wendy Hartnett:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Anatomy of Nature: Geology and American Landscape Painting, 1825-1875.

Carolyn Charles:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the
top collection in your reading list will be The Anatomy of Nature: Geology and American Landscape
Painting, 1825-1875. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting



precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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