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Sherman Jackson offers a trenchant examination of the career of Islam among the blacks of America
Jackson notes that no one has offered a convincing explanation of why Islam spread among Blackamericans
(acoinage he explains and defends) but not among white Americans or Hispanics. The assumption has been
that there is an African connection. In fact, Jackson shows, none of the distinctive features of African Islam
appear in the proto-Islamic, black nationalist movements of the early 20th century. Instead, he argues, Islam
owes its momentum to the distinctively American phenomenon of "Black Religion,” a God-centered holy
protest against anti-black racism.

Islam in Black America begins as part of acommunal search for tools with which to combat racism and
redefine American blackness. The 1965 repeal of the National Origins Quota System led to a massive influx
of foreign Muslims, who soon greatly outnumbered the blacks whom they found here practicing an
indigenous form of Islam. Immigrant Muslims would come to exercise a virtual monopoly over the
definition of aproperly constituted Islamic life in America. For these Muslims, the nemesis was not white
supremacy, but "the West." In their eyes, the West was not aracial, but areligious and civilizational threat.
American blacks soon learned that opposition to the West and opposition to white supremacy were not
synonymous. Indeed, says Jackson, one cannot be anti-Western without also being on some level anti-
Blackamerican. Like the Black Christians of an earlier era struggling to find their voice in the context of
Western Christianity, Black Muslims now began to strive to find their black, American voice in the context
of the super-tradition of historical Islam. Jackson argues that Muslim tradition itself contains the resources to
reconcile blackness, American-ness, and adherenceto Islam. It is essential, he contends, to preserve within
Islam the legitimate aspects of Black Religion, in order to avoid what Stephen Carter calls the domestication
of religion, whereby religion is rendered incapable of resisting the state and the dominant culture. At the
same time, Jackson says, it is essential for Blackamerican Muslims to reject an exclusive focus on the public
square and the secular goal of subverting white supremacy (and Arab/immigrant supremacy) and to develop
atradition of personal piety and spirituality attuned to distinctive Blackamerican needs and idiosyncrasies.
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From reader reviews:
Ana Steadman:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their
gpare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhapsread a
book titled Islam and the Blackamerican: Looking Toward the Third Resurrection? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Linda Manuel:

Beside this Islam and the Blackamerican: Looking Toward the Third Resurrection in your phone, it can give
you away to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got
hereis fresh from the oven so don't aways be worry if you feel like an previous people live in harrow town.
It is good thing to have Islam and the Blackamerican: Looking Toward the Third Resurrection because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to missit? Find this book along
with read it from currently!

Nancy Hedrick:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get itin e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Islam and the Blackamerican: Looking Toward the Third
Resurrection can give you alot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Islam and the Blackamerican: Looking
Toward the Third Resurrection.

Maria Tate:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Islam and the Blackamerican: Looking Toward the Third
Resurrection was colorful and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book Islam and the
Blackamerican: Looking Toward the Third Resurrection has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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