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George John Beto (1916–1991) is best known for his contributions to criminal justice, but his fame is not
limited to this field. Walking George, authored by two of his former students, David M. Horton and George
R. Nielsen, examines the entire life of Beto and his many achievements in the fields of both education and
criminal justice—and how he wedded the two whenever possible.

Beto initially studied to become a Lutheran pastor but instead was called to teach at Concordia Lutheran
College in Austin, Texas. During his twenty years at that institution he became its president, expanded it into
a junior college, racially integrated it, made it co-educational, and expanded its facilities. His successes
convinced the administrators of the church to present him with a challenge to revitalize a seminary in
Springfield, Illinois. He accepted the challenge in 1959, but after three years of progress, he left the seminary
to become the head of the Texas Department of Corrections.

Although Beto had no real academic training in corrections and had never served in any administrative
position in corrections, he had learned incidentally. During his last six years in Austin, he had served on the
Texas Prison Board, a volunteer board that supervised the entire prison system. As a board member he
established one of the earliest General Education Development testing programs for prisoners. Fortuitously,
his years on the board came during the time when reform of the Texas prisons was the watchword.

During his ten-year term as the director of the Texas Department of Corrections, Beto continued the reform
program. Most notable were his efforts at rehabilitation of the inmates and his attempt at refining a method
of managing prisoners, called the Texas Control Model. He persuaded the Texas state legislature to enact a
law requiring state agencies to purchase manufactured goods from state prisons, which tremendously
expanded industry and training for inmates. In 1969, at Beto’s urging, the Windham school district for
educating inmates became a reality, the first of its kind at any prison in the United States.

Beto’s predilection to show up on foot in front of a given Texas prison, at all hours of the day and night,
ready for an inspection and tour, earned him the nickname “Walking George.” After retiring as head of the
Texas prison system in 1972, he became a professor at Sam Houston State University's College of Criminal
Justice until 1991. His leadership and participation propelled it to become the most esteemed program in the
country.

Beto’s personal force and unique accomplishments defined him as one of the premier American penologists
of the twentieth century. This is the first in-depth biography of the man and his contributions.

Walking George, authored by two of his former students, David M. Horton and George R. Nielsen, examines
the entire life of George John Beto (1916–1991) and his many achievements in the fields of both education
and criminal justice. During his ten-year term as the director of the Texas Department of Corrections, Beto
spearheaded many education and reform programs aimed at rehabilitating inmates, such as the Windham
school district for educating inmates, the first of its kind at any prison in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Murray:

In other case, little people like to read book Walking George: The Life of George John Beto and the Rise of
the Modern Texas Prison System (North Texas Crime and Criminal Justice Series). You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book
Walking George: The Life of George John Beto and the Rise of the Modern Texas Prison System (North
Texas Crime and Criminal Justice Series). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Garry Brown:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you study
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Walking George: The Life of George John Beto and the Rise of the Modern Texas Prison System (North
Texas Crime and Criminal Justice Series) offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Truman Gallagher:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Walking George: The Life of George John Beto and the
Rise of the Modern Texas Prison System (North Texas Crime and Criminal Justice Series) was multi-colored
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Walking George: The Life of George John Beto
and the Rise of the Modern Texas Prison System (North Texas Crime and Criminal Justice Series) has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Lola Kelly:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. A



substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Walking
George: The Life of George John Beto and the Rise of the Modern Texas Prison System (North Texas Crime
and Criminal Justice Series).
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