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On the outskirts of Havana lies Mazorra, an asylum known to--and at times feared by--ordinary Cubans for
over a century. Since its founding in 1857, the island's first psychiatric hospital has been an object of
persistent political attention. Drawing on hospital documents and government records, as well as the popular
press, photographs, and oral histories, Jennifer L. Lambe charts the connections between the inner workings
of this notorious institution and the highest echelons of Cuban politics. Across the sweep of modern Cuban
history, she finds, Mazorra has served as both laboratory and microcosm of the Cuban state: the asylum is an
icon of its ignominious colonial and neocolonial past and a crucible of its republican and revolutionary
futures.

From its birth, Cuban psychiatry was politically inflected, drawing partisan contention while sparking
debates over race, religion, gender, and sexuality. Psychiatric notions were even invested with revolutionary
significance after 1959, as the new government undertook ambitious schemes for social reeducation. But
Mazorra was not the exclusive province of government officials and professionalizing psychiatrists. U.S.
occupiers, Soviet visitors, and, above all, ordinary Cubans infused the institution, both literal and
metaphorical, with their own fears, dreams, and alternative meanings. Together, their voices comprise the
madhouse that, as Lambe argues, haunts the revolutionary trajectory of Cuban history.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Marks:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Madhouse: Psychiatry and
Politics in Cuban History (Envisioning Cuba) will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching
for best book or suited book with you?

William Burmeister:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is usually Madhouse: Psychiatry and Politics in Cuban History (Envisioning
Cuba).

Kenneth Copeland:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Madhouse: Psychiatry and
Politics in Cuban History (Envisioning Cuba) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

Paul Horn:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Madhouse: Psychiatry and Politics in Cuban History (Envisioning Cuba)
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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