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After a nearly two-thousand-year interlude, and just as Christian Europe was in the throes of the great Witch
Hunt and what historians have referred to as "The Age of the Demoniac," accounts of spirit possession began
to proliferate in the Jewish world. Concentrated at first in the Near East but spreading rapidly westward,
spirit possession, both benevolent and malevolent, emerged as perhaps the most characteristic form of
religiosity in early modern Jewish society.

Adopting a comparative historical approach, J. H. Chajes uncovers this strain of Jewish belief to which scant
attention has been paid. Informed by recent research in historical anthropology, Between Worlds provides
fascinating descriptions of the cases of possession as well as analysis of the magical techniques deployed by
rabbinic exorcists to expel the ghostly intruders.

Seeking to understand the phenomenon of spirit possession in its full complexity, Chajes delves into its
ideational framework—chiefly the doctrine of reincarnation—while exploring its relation to contemporary
Christian and Islamic analogues. Regarding spirit possession as a form of religious expression open to—and
even dominated by—women, Chajes initiates a major reassessment of women in the history of Jewish
mysticism. In a concluding section he examines the reception history of the great Hebrew accounts of spirit
possession, focusing on the deployment of these "ghost stories" in the battle against incipient skepticism in
the turbulent Jewish community of seventeenth-century Amsterdam.

Exploring a phenomenon that bridged learned and ignorant, rich and poor, men and women, Jews and
Gentiles, Between Worlds maps for the first time a prominent feature of the early modern Jewish religious
landscape, as quotidian as it was portentous: the nexus of the living and the dead.
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From reader reviews:

George Marsh:

The book Between Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and Early Modern Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts)
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great
thing like a book Between Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and Early Modern Judaism (Jewish Culture and
Contexts)? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Between
Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and Early Modern Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts) has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Marion Richey:

This Between Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and Early Modern Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts) are
usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Between
Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and Early Modern Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts) can be on the list of
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with
information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Between
Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and Early Modern Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts) forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize
it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Patricia Beall:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is definitely Between Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and Early Modern Judaism
(Jewish Culture and Contexts).

Karl Wolfe:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Between Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and Early
Modern Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book Between Worlds: Dybbuks, Exorcists, and Early Modern Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts)
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you



can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any
it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading that.
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