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"'To go to America!' Here was wretchedness; there life brimming over. . . . Such was the flag under which I
greeted the New Year. Surely it will not disappoint my hopes'"With these words Sergey Prokofiev closed his
diary for the revolutionary year 1917. He would not be disappointed by 1918. On August 24, after an epic
trek that carried him across strife-torn Russia to the Pacific and the breadth of North America, he stepped
from a stifling Grand Central Terminal onto the streets of New York. This marked the beginning of his exile,
which would last?with one brief exception?until 1934. This second volume of Prokofiev's diary records an
astonishing record of artistic accomplishment against a backdrop of cataclysmic change. The composer
dodges gunfire in Petrograd during the February Revolution, but as a rule pays attention to political events
only as they affect him personally. Composition and performance are the main concerns, along with the
persistent and ultimately failed struggle to arrange a performance of his opera The Gambler. As in his
Conservatory years, he also reveals his own aesthetic principles as he reacts to the work of others, sometimes
with dark humor ("bored out of my life" by Mahler's 7th Symphony, "it is like kissing a still-born child.").
The years in America were difficult. Always in the shadow of Rachmaninoff, he struggled to establish
himself as composer and piano virtuoso. He details the seemingly endless but finally successful battle with
the Chicago Civic Opera to mount Love for the Three Oranges, falls in love with the young Stella Adler, and
begins work on his third opera, The Fiery Angel. Two years later he is in Paris, where his music is more
warmly received than in Russia or America. Here the galaxy of connections grows exponentially as his fame
expands. As always, he documents his encounters with sharp, often sardonic insight. The pages of the diary
teem with the names of the period's most celebrated artists. There are the Russians Diaghilev, Chaliapin,
Kossevitzky, Stravinsky, Mayakovsky ("a fearsome apache"), Meyerhold, and Bakst. But Prokofiev's world
now expands to include Ravel, Szymanowski, Marinetti, Mary Garden, Cocteau, Artur Rubenstein, and
many others.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Jones:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Diaries 1915-1923: Behind the Mask. Try to face the book
Diaries 1915-1923: Behind the Mask as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing
by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Kevin Ortiz:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Diaries 1915-1923: Behind the Mask
will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Thomas Brim:

This Diaries 1915-1923: Behind the Mask book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Diaries
1915-1923: Behind the Mask without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering
and analyzing. Don't always be worry Diaries 1915-1923: Behind the Mask can bring any time you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even phone. This Diaries 1915-1923: Behind the Mask having great arrangement in word as well as layout,
so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Miguel Ross:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Diaries 1915-1923: Behind
the Mask book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.
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