
Calculating Credibility: How Leaders Assess
Military Threats (Cornell Studies in Security

Affairs)
Daryl G. Press

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0801474159
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0801474159
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0801474159


Calculating Credibility: How Leaders Assess Military Threats
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs)

Daryl G. Press

Calculating Credibility: How Leaders Assess Military Threats (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs)
Daryl G. Press
Calculating Credibility examines?and ultimately rejects?a fundamental belief held by laypeople and the
makers of American foreign policy: the notion that backing down during a crisis reduces a country's future
credibility. Fear of diminished credibility motivated America's costly participation in the Korean and
Vietnam wars, and, since the end of the Cold War, this concern has continued to guide American policy
decisions. Daryl G. Press uses historical evidence, including declassified documents, to answer two crucial
questions: When a country backs down in a crisis, does its credibility suffer? How do leaders assess their
adversaries' credibility? Press illuminates the decision-making processes behind events such as the crises in
Europe that preceded World War II, the superpower showdowns over Berlin in the 1950s and 60s, and the
Cuban Missile Crisis. When leaders face the prospect of high-stakes military conflicts, Press shows, they do
not assess their adversaries' credibility by peering into their opponents' past and evaluating their history of
keeping or breaking commitments. Power and interests in the current crisis?not past actions?determine the
credibility of a threat. Press demonstrates that threats are credible only if backed by sufficient power and
only if pursuing important interests. Press believes that Washington's obsession with the dangers of backing
down has made U.S. foreign policy unnecessarily rigid. In every competitive environment?sports, gambling,
warfare?competitors use feints and bluffs to tremendous advantage. Understanding the real sources of
credibility, Press asserts, would permit a more flexible, and more effective, foreign policy.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Goff:

The guide untitled Calculating Credibility: How Leaders Assess Military Threats (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs) is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something
is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Calculating
Credibility: How Leaders Assess Military Threats (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) from the publisher to
make you much more enjoy free time.

Ruby Harris:

Beside this specific Calculating Credibility: How Leaders Assess Military Threats (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't be
worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Calculating Credibility:
How Leaders Assess Military Threats (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from at this
point!

Janet Thaxton:

You will get this Calculating Credibility: How Leaders Assess Military Threats (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed
but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.

Heather Stewart:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Calculating Credibility: How Leaders
Assess Military Threats (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) as well as others sources were given knowledge
for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to increase



their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Calculating Credibility: How
Leaders Assess Military Threats (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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