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Paolo Mancosu provides an original investigation of historical and systematic aspects of the notions of
abstraction and infinity and their interaction. A familiar way of introducing concepts in mathematics rests on
so-called definitions by abstraction. An example of this is Hume's Principle, which introduces the concept of
number by stating that two concepts have the same number if and only if the objects falling under each one
of them can be put in one-one
correspondence. This principle is at the core of neo-logicism.

In the first two chapters of the book, Mancosu provides a historical analysis of the mathematical uses and
foundational discussion of definitions by abstraction up to Frege, Peano, and Russell. Chapter one shows that
abstraction principles were quite widespread in the mathematical practice that preceded Frege's discussion of
them and the second chapter provides the first contextual analysis of Frege's discussion of abstraction
principles in section 64 of the Grundlagen. In the second part of
the book, Mancosu discusses a novel approach to measuring the size of infinite sets known as the theory of
numerosities and shows how this new development leads to deep mathematical, historical, and philosophical
problems. The final chapter of the book explore how this theory of numerosities can be
exploited to provide surprisingly novel perspectives on neo-logicism.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lawler:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Abstraction and Infinity?
Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Thomas Hodge:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Abstraction and Infinity is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Frank Quintana:

The event that you get from Abstraction and Infinity is the more deep you excavating the information that
hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
know but Abstraction and Infinity giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this kind of Abstraction and Infinity instantly.

Mary Stone:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Abstraction and Infinity guide written
by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Abstraction and Infinity as good book not just by the
cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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