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In May 1914, the Komagata Maru, a ship carrying 376 immigrants from British India, was turned away when
it tried to land in Vancouver harbour. Many of the men on board, veterans of the British Indian Army,
believed it was their right to settle anywhere in the empire they had fought to defend. They were wrong.
Enforcing the "continuous journey" regulation, immigration boats surrounded the ship a half-mile off shore,
making the passengers virtual prisoners. Thus began a dramatic stand-off that would escalate over the next
two months, becoming one of the most infamous events in Canadian history.

Why would Canada turn away these South Asian migrants when it had accepted more than 400,000
immigrants the previous year? Why were some of the passengers killed upon their forced return to India?
How did this ship pose a threat to the mightiest empire the world had ever known? In Undesirables: White
Canada and the Komagata Maru, award-winning filmmaker Ali Kazimi addresses these and other
provocative questions, creating a historical framework that allows readers to view events through the eyes of
earlier South Asian migrants to Vancouver, authorities of the Dominion of Canada, and imperial officials in
Britain and India. At the heart of the story lies the struggle between Canada's desire to build a homogenous
nation of white immigrants--preferably from Britain and northern Europe--and the British empire's need for
stability.

Weaving text together with rarely seen photographs, key documents and other striking visual materials,
Kazimi explores what the current federal government has acknowledged as a "dark chapter" in Canada's past.
By setting the story in a global context and against the early histories of Chinese, Japanese and African-
American immigrants to Canada, he shows that the Komagata Maru "incident" was far from incidental.
Today, with Canada's immigration and refugee framework under intense scrutiny, the story of the Komagata
Maru is all the more relevant.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for us. The book Undesirables: White Canada and the Komagata Maru -- An Illustrated
History has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information.
It is very advantages for you. The book Undesirables: White Canada and the Komagata Maru -- An
Illustrated History is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when
you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with
all the book Undesirables: White Canada and the Komagata Maru -- An Illustrated History. You never really
feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jeffrey Brill:

This Undesirables: White Canada and the Komagata Maru -- An Illustrated History tend to be reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Undesirables: White Canada
and the Komagata Maru -- An Illustrated History can be one of several great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that maybe will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Undesirables: White Canada and
the Komagata Maru -- An Illustrated History forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Kirk Banks:

The guide with title Undesirables: White Canada and the Komagata Maru -- An Illustrated History has a lot
of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era
of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Sandra Wright:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Undesirables: White Canada and
the Komagata Maru -- An Illustrated History can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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