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Messianism is one of the great themes in intellectual history. But because it has done so much important
ideological work for the people who have written about it, the historical roots of the discourse have been
obscured from view. What did it mean to talk about "messiahs" in the ancient world, before the idea of
messianism became a philosophical juggernaut, dictating the terms for all subsequent discussion of the topic?
In this book, Matthew V. Novenson offers a revisionist account of messianism in antiquity. He shows that,
for the ancient Jews and Christians who used the term, a messiah was not an article of faith but a manner of
speaking. It was a scriptural figure of speech, one among numerous others, useful for thinking about kinds of
political order: present or future, real or ideal, monarchic or theocratic, dynastic or charismatic, and other
variations besides. The early Christians famously seized upon the title "messiah" (in Greek, "Christ") for
their founding hero and molded the sense of the term in certain ways; but, Novenson shows, this is just what
all ancient messiah texts do, each in its own way. If we hope to understand the ancient texts about messiahs
(from Deutero-Isaiah to the Parables of Enoch, from the Qumran Community Rule to the Gospel of John,
from the Pseudo-Clementines to Sefer Zerubbabel), we must learn to think not in terms of a world-historical
idea but of a language game, of so many creative reuses of an archaic Israelite idiom. In The Grammar of
Messianism, Novenson demonstrates the possibility and the benefit of thinking of messianism in this way.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Wilson:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book The Grammar of Messianism: An
Ancient Jewish Political Idiom and Its Users will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or appropriate book with you?

Ellen Garcia:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The
Grammar of Messianism: An Ancient Jewish Political Idiom and Its Users book as starter and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Lorraine Briggs:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Grammar of Messianism: An
Ancient Jewish Political Idiom and Its Users is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Josie Garcia:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Grammar of Messianism: An
Ancient Jewish Political Idiom and Its Users as the daily resource information.
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