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If a serpent swallows the spittle of a fasting man, it dies. Trees felled in the wrong season breed termites. If
eels are drowned in wine, those who drink it get a loathing for liquor.
These and similar flights of fancy were articles of faith in the twelfth century — the era of the fascinating
Latin prose bestiary translated in this volume. The translator is T. H. White, author of The Once and Future
King and outstanding medievalist. Of The Book of Beasts, White writes: "No Latin prose bestiary has ever
before been printed, even in Latin. This is the first and only English translation in print."
The bestiary was a bestseller in the Middle Ages, a kind of natural history cum-zoological survey that
presumed to describe the animals of the world and to point out the human traits they exemplified. Combining
the surprisingly accurate with the endearingly phantasmagorical, the bestiarists came up with a bewildering
array of real and exotic creatures. The behavior or attributes of the animals often functioned as a metaphor
for teaching religious, moral, and political precepts.
In addition to a multitude of real mammals, birds, reptiles, and fish, described here with varying degrees of
zoological accuracy, the bestiarist introduces a swarm of fanciful denizens thought to haunt the Dark Ages:
manticore, a creature with a man's face, a lion's body, and a ravenous appetite for human flesh; dragon or
draco, the biggest serpent and the embodiment of the Devil; amphivia, a fish that could walk on land and
swim in the sea; jaculus, a flying serpent; the familiar phoenix; the griffin; and other exotic fauna.
Much of the charm of this edition lies in the copious footnotes compiled by T. H. White. With immense
erudition, wit, grace, and a singular lack of condescension, the author illuminates literary, scientific,
historical, linguistic, and other aspects of the bestiarist's catalog. He further enhances the volume with
informative discussions of the history of the bestiary from its origins in remote oral traditions; through
Herodotus, Pliny and Aristotle; during the medieval period and the Renaissance; and up to Sir Thomas
Browne's Vulgar Errors (1646). Both amusing and amazing, The Book of Beasts is not only a rich survey of
the proto-zoology on which much of our later science is based, but also a revealing, illustrated examination
of how pre-scientific man perceived the earth's creatures.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Welling:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Book of Beasts : Being a Translation from a Latin Bestiary of the Twelfth Century, you can tells your family,
friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
publication.

Desiree Grajeda:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long
to reading a guide. The book The Book of Beasts : Being a Translation from a Latin Bestiary of the Twelfth
Century it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book has high quality.

James Pitts:

You could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Book of Beasts : Being a
Translation from a Latin Bestiary of the Twelfth Century is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Donald Barber:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Book of Beasts : Being a Translation from a Latin
Bestiary of the Twelfth Century can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you
have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Book of Beasts :
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