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The European Union is the oldest and most highly developed example of institutionalized regional
integration. Since its establishment in the early 1950s, the EU has moved from the shallow integration of
dismantling trade barriers to the deep integration of accepting common policies on agriculture, environment,
transport, and working conditions; common rules on competition, mergers, and financial transfers; and
common laws in the domestic courts of member states.

The EU experience is a successful example of integrating national economies, but how far should those
promoting regional integration in the Western Hemisphere and the Pacific look to the EU as a model? Can
regional and global integration proceed harmoniously? Or will tensions between regional and global
priorities unavoidably arise.

This book, part of the Integrating National Economies series, examines the evolution of West European
integration over the past forty years. William Wallace analyzes the historical circumstances under which the
institutions of integration developed, and the internal tensions and contradictions created by the deepening of
integration and repeated enlargements. He explains that, in recent years, deep integration has presented a
challenge to national identity, forcing policymakers to confront issues of sovereignty, political commitment,
and regional balance.

Wallace concludes that the European experience provides a number of important, cautionary lessons for
those promoting regional integration in the Western Hemisphere and the Asia-Pacific region. However, it
does not offer amodel that these areas can easily follow. Wallace emphasizes that the experience of West
European economic integration during the cold war years will do little to reconcile global and regional
integration in the post-cold war world; the political and security concerns are no longer the same. He
contends that the international community must develop rules for the new global order without searching for
historical parallels--as those creating the institutions of regional integration in Western Europe did in their
time.

A volume of Brookings' Integrating National Economies Series
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From reader reviews:
Russell Wade:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and natice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Y eah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other
is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Regional Integration: The West
European Experience (Integrating National Economies) book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Herbert Willams;

The particular book Regional Integration: The West European Experience (Integrating National Economies)
has alot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Mcdouga makes some research ahead of write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Harold Phillips:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirementsis Regional Integration: The West European Experience (Integrating
National Economies) this reserve consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. This
particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for
explainit is easy to understand. The actua writer made some investigation when he makes thisbook. That is
why this book appropriate al of you.

Allison Lyon:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
haveit in e-book way, more simple and reachable. Thiskind of Regional Integration: The West European
Experience (Integrating National Economies) can give you alot of friends because by you considering this
one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. Thiskind of
book can be one of astep for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Regional Integration: The West European Experience (Integrating National Economies).
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