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“By far the most enigmatic leading figure” of World War II. That’s how the British military historian John
Keegan described Franklin D. Roosevelt, who frequently left his contemporaries guessing, never more so
than at the end of his life. Here, in a hugely insightful account, a prizewinning author and journalist
untangles the narrative threads of Roosevelt’s final months, showing how he juggled the strategic, political,
and personal choices he faced as the war, his presidency, and his life raced in tandem to their climax.

The story has been told piecemeal but never like this, with a close focus on Roosevelt himself and his hopes
for a stable international order after the war, and how these led him into a prolonged courtship of Joseph
Stalin, the Soviet dictator, involving secret, arduous journeys to Tehran and the Crimea. In between, as the
war entered its final phase, came the thunderbolt of a dire medical diagnosis, raising urgent questions about
the ability of the longest-serving president to stand for a fourth term at a time when he had little choice.
Neither his family nor top figures in his administration were informed of his diagnosis, let alone the public or
his closest ally, Winston Churchill. With D-Day looming, Roosevelt took a month off on a plantation in the
south where he was examined daily by a navy cardiologist, then waited two more months before finally
announcing, on the eve of his party’s convention, that he’d be a candidate. A political grand master still, he
manipulated the selection of a new running mate, with an eye to a possible succession, displaying some of
his old vigor and wit in a winning campaign.

With precision and compassion, Joseph Lelyveld examines the choices Roosevelt faced, shining new light on
his state of mind, preoccupations, and motives, both as leader of the wartime alliance and in his personal life.
Confronting his own mortality, Roosevelt operated in the belief that he had a duty to see the war through to
the end, telling himself he could always resign if he found he couldn’t carry on.

Lelyveld delivers an incisive portrait of this deliberately inscrutable man, a consummate leader to the very
last. 
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From reader reviews:

France Brown:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will probably update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which you should start with. This His Final Battle: The Last Months of Franklin Roosevelt is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Marni Elliott:

Typically the book His Final Battle: The Last Months of Franklin Roosevelt will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book His Final Battle: The Last Months of Franklin
Roosevelt is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can easier to read the book.

David Manning:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This His Final Battle: The Last Months
of Franklin Roosevelt can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Lizabeth Melgar:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This His Final Battle: The Last Months of Franklin Roosevelt
can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have His Final Battle: The Last Months of Franklin
Roosevelt.
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